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HSS 406: Senior Seminar
Science Writing
Instructor:
Office:
Office Hours:

Dr. Megan O’Neill
428 Cullimore Hall
online only

Email:
Phone:

oneill@njit.edu
540-998-4546

Course Description
HSS 406: Science Writing is an in-depth look at how science functions in its written form.
While “science” is often considered to be purely the discovery and recording of
knowledge, this course highlights the ways that science is rhetorical; that is, how science
must be persuasive to make its mark. It is not enough to make groundbreaking
discoveries in science and technology. Those discoveries must be communicated to the
people that care, whether they are scientific peers, the world of public policy, or the
general public. The course will center on three foundational concepts: 1) the rhetorical
situation and the idea of a discourse community, 2) the notion of science
accommodation, and 3) specific rhetorical strategies for misinformation. To do this, we
will focus on analyzing three general types of science writing: (1) original scientific
research intended for scientific peers; (2) public policy documents; (3) popular science
writing.
Course Goals
During this course you will:
● Learn and use key rhetorical concepts of science writing through analyzing a
variety of texts
● Gain experience reading both scientific articles and popular science writing
● Use strategies- such as interpretation, synthesis, response, critique- to compose
texts that analyze and present an argument or thesis
● Develop strategies for combating science information, both publicly and
professionally
● Practice writing as a process by using multiple brainstorming, invention, revision,
and editing strategies
● Reflect on your role as Student Scientists
Prerequisites
Successful completion of HUM102 and an additional 200 level HUM class is required.
Please see the Humanities main office for prerequisite questions.
Required Texts
All readings are on the course Canvas. There are no texts to purchase. You may need to
be logged in to the NJIT proxy server to access online sources.
Assignments & Assessment
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The course has 6 parts:
● Canvas reading quizzes. 10% These are open book reading comprehension
quizzes meant to monitor your reading progress and keep us all moving forward.
They are pass/fail and are due by 5pm every Friday.
● Canvas forum posts. 15% You will be asked to respond to an open-ended
discussion question on our Moodle forum. Your responses must be 150-200
words in length (approximately 1 double-spaced page). These responses are due
by 9am every Wednesday. THEN, you must respond to a classmate’s posting.
These posts are due before midnight every Sunday. The entire online forum
activity is pass/fail.
● In-Class Discussions. 15% You must actually participate in our face-2-face
sessions on Wednesday. You can do this by: keeping your camera on, asking
verbal questions in class, participating in the chat, or hanging out before/after
class to ask questions. Basically, I need to see and/or talk to you!
● Rhetorical Analysis Essay. 20% This is a formal essay (4-5 double spaced pages)
that will ask you to apply the concepts of rhetorical analysis to science articles
we have read in class.
● Science Accommodation Essay. 20% This essay is a formal essay (4-5 double
spaced pages) that will ask you to analyze readings we have done in class and
discuss how the concept of accommodation affects the meaning of the science.
● Online Misinformation Project. 20% This is a multiple part project that will ask
you to identify and engage with COVID misinformation in social networks.
Assignment Submission
All assignments must be submitted through canvas. I will not accept emailed work.
Specific formatting guidelines will vary according to each assignment, so please follow
the explicit guidelines found on individual assignment sheets.
Assignments are due at the dates and times listed.
Late Work
Late work will not be accepted (except in the case of an excused absence). Should you
know in advance that you have having trouble completing an assignment, please see me.
IM VERY FLEXIBILE IN ADVANCE.
Access and proper use of the electric resources for participation and submission is your
responsibility. Their availability is constant, 24/7. If you discover any technical problems
with the software or have any interface difficulties during the course, it is up to you to
contact me or one of the IT/HELP resources associated with the website.
Contacting the Professor
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You can contact me by emailing me at oneill@njit.edu. I will also have standing Webex
office hours TBD. Online classes can sometimes be confusing, so please don’t hesitate to
contact me.
NJIT University Code on Academic Integrity
The New Jersey Institute of Technology is an institution dedicated to the pursuit of
knowledge through teaching and research. We expect out graduates to assume
positions of leadership within their professions and communities. Honesty in your
academic work will develop into professional integrity.
The NJIT Code of Academic Integrity embodies a spirit of mutual trust and intellectual
honesty that is central to the very nature of the university and represents the highest
possible expression of shared values among the members of the university community.
All assignments submitted shall be considered "graded work" and all aspects of your
coursework are covered by the Code on Academic Integrity. All projects and homework
assignments are to be completed individually unless otherwise specified.
The full text of the NJIT University Code on Academic Integrity can be found at
www.njit.edu/education/pdf/academic-integrity-code-pdf.
Accommodations
Every attempt will be made to accommodate qualified students with disabilities. If you
are a student with a documented disability, please see me as early in the semester as
possible to discuss the necessary accommodations, and/or contact Student Disability
Services at 973-596-3420.
The Writing Center
The Writing Center is available for remote one-hour individual and group appointments
with professional writing tutors. This resource is intended to help you improve your
communication and writing skills. Tutors and help with planning assignments, improving
your writing, refining an essay or multimedia project, or other communication-based
needs. For more information, please visit http://humanities.njit.edu/writingcenter.
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